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defeat of June 1, 1794, and, finally, the missions of Saint-Just
to the armies on the eastern and north-eastern frontiers.
These special missions of members of the Great Committee
have been or will be especially insisted upon in their proper
places. It will be advantageous first to describe the punitive
missions to the provinces and cities which had opposed the
establishment of the government of the Great Committee, and
by which Terror was, in the words of Bar&re, made " the order
of the day" in the provinces, and then to examine the new
regime in other parts of France, which had offered no resist-
ance to the course of the Revolution.

Of all the resistance which the Mountain and the
Great Committee of Public Safety had experienced, that of
the city of Lyons had been the most obstinate, and Lyons
was therefore the city selected for the first example of the
meaning of the words "Revolutionary Government," or Reign
of Terror, in the provinces. The decree of 21 Vendemiaire
(October 12) of the Convention, ordering the destruction of
Lyons and the change of its name to Commune-Affranchie,
has been already noticed, but the deputies who had been
instrumental in its capture would not carry out the severe
orders of the Convention, and were all recalled.1 Even Couth on,
whose vigour had been undeniable, was loth to carry out the
cruel decree, and though he made a great parade of being-
carried on the shoulders of four sans-culottes, and solemnly
striking the facade of one of the houses in the Place Bellecour,
he only directed the destruction of the ramparts, the old
castle of Pierre Seize, and of about forty houses. This mild-
ness was not at all pleasing to the members of the Great
Committee, who thought that the capture of Lyons afforded
an admirable pretext lor initiating the Reign of Terror in the
provinces. They therefore recalled all the deputies then at
Lyons, and on October 30,1793, sent one of their own number,
Collot d'Herbois, to punish the conquered city, and added as
his assistants Sebastien de La Porte and Joseph Fouche, an
old acquaintance of Billaud-Varenne, who had been on mission
1 Vul ii p. 269,